
From Post-Colonial  Theory to Popular Culture and 
Education,  and beyond!

Nls with reference 
to BLACK suggests, 
“youth who create 

derivative texts are 
far from being 

‘mindless 
consumers’ and 
reproducers of 

existing 
media” (alvermann,

2011, 31)

is media the right way to 
‘resist’?

Is this a good 
idea?!

educators do not 
consider the issue of 

creating texts. in 
contrast, by 

allowing students 
to form their own 
learning through 

media, they are 
better able to 

understand where 
they make mistakes 

and build on 
research skills as 

well as, learn 
independently.

Resistance as 
per stack and 

kelly (2006) is 
defined as 

“opposition 

post colonialism moves 
beyond western stereotypes 
and biases; it moves beyond 

universal standards of 
judgment and allows diversity 
of opinion in literary criticism 

(apple man, 2009, 87)

every student has the right to 
opinion. educators teach their 
students about the Canadian 

charter of rights and 
freedoms in grade 5 social 

studies. thus, students 
understand that they have the 

right to opinion and 
expression.

however, educators must teach 
their students about the limits 

of these rights and to what 
extent these rights can be 
used. media is an excellent 

form to ‘resist’ stereotypes 
or discrimination but, only 

when used in a proper manner 
and as educators we must 

teach our students to use a 
respectful form of 

expression.



how is popular 
culture practiced 

by your 
students?

“Once students are confident in their reading, and once they 

understand the power of reading, they will be far more motivated to 

approach canonical and disciplinary texts” (Morrell, 2007, 249)

did donald trump 
attain advanced 

literacy to want to 
participate in the 

elections. his 
speeches suggest 

otherwise… 

as per morell (2007), “…
educators need to understand 

the ways that popular culture is 
practiced by their students, in 

their norms, their behaviour, their 
dress, their activities, in addition 
to their selection of cds, dvds, 
magazines, and websites.” (249)

by observing students in the forms of popular 
culture they indulge in as well as, their 

characteristics, educators are better able to 
engage students in advanced literacy and thus, 

students will be able to understand these forms 
of texts better.

students will advance in their literacy skills, 
however, the assumptions that these students 

will earn higher incomes and will be more likely 
to participate in the electoral process is 

questionable.

“I
f i 

were to 
run, i’d 
run as a 

republican.  
they’re the 
dumbest 
group of 

votes in the 
country. They 
love anything 
on fox news. 

i could lie 
and they’d 
eat it up. i 

bet my 
numbers 
would be 
terrific

.”



good vs bad 
representations 

in media?

hmm…

“maskell discussed the 
use of music videos for 
teaching english, saying 
the content has “huge 

potential for use 
across the entire 

english 
curriculum” (mcclain, 

2016)

x

x x

it is important for educators to 
consider the content of these music 
videos before showing them to the 

class. 

consider:

 what values are represented? 
good or bad?

do they deepen discussion? 

are students able to articulate 
their views on social issues from 

what they see in these music videos?

mcclain (2016) states, 
“they [music videos] are 
often controversial, 

working as a compelling 
catalyst for critical 

discussion and thus able 
to help students identify 

important issues, then 
articulate their views on 

social or political 
matters.”


